December 8, 1954

¥r, J, Harold Sherk,
Mennonlite Central Committee
m@n. P‘o'

Dear Bro, Sherk

Enclosed you will find coples of correspondence concerning the
case of Arthur D, Goering, Peabody, Kansas, who has req: ested
discharge from the Reserves of the Army Yedlceal Corps becsuse
of conscientious objection,

Arthur is e member of our Church here in Elbing, and doing
graduate work at the University of #iehite, He served his time
in the Medical Corps, but even in service nis conscience troubled
him, until he finally decided to meke & clean break, ¥e are happy
for his decision , gt

Brother HB and we firset oontacted the Kensas ¥ilitary Distriet in
Topeka, which had us prepare e brief for the Chicago District, which
in turn passed it on to the asdjutent General, Washington, D,C, On
November 9 that office agein returned it to the Kensas &dutary
District for snswer,(enclosed),

Now Arthur has received a routine form from his Reserve HQ in
Chicago concerning his availability in emergency, He 1s returning
it in these days together with his personal statement of faith,
We may not take further action until we hear from Chicego now,

We are mailing this to you so that you may have a file on the case

if we should need representation in Washington at some future date,
1f so, we will contact you end will also keep adding pertinent mate
erial to your file there,

Sincerely,
Cornelius J, Dyck

cct HB Schmidt
Artur D, Goerlng

encly Statement of falth of Artmur D, Goering
Marion County Draft Board Statement
Reply of Kensas Wilitary District



MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
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AGENCY FOR RELIEF AND OTHER CHRISTIAN SERVICES

TELEPHONE EPHRATA 3-4915 e CABLE ADDRESS: MENCENCOM M\ ORGANIZED 1920

INCORPORATED 1937

AKRON, PENNSYLVANIA
December 13, 19554

Cornelins Jo Dyek

Dear Brother Dyek:
Ret mg.omm

This will acknowlsdge your letter of December 8, with enclosures, concerning the
effort of the sbject Arthur D, Goering to obtain discharge from the Reserves on
account of his conscientious objection to contiming in any form of militaxy status.
I read this report with very great interest.

It appears to me that Arthur has done all that he can do at present in order to

establish hisg position as a conscientious objeetor. I have had some contact with
several similar cases of persons who have completed their period of active service
during or since the Korean war, It seems that usually the wilitary authorities

concerned take the position that it is extremely unlikely that such persons will
ever be recalled, so they simply let the request for discharge lie in their files.
Arthur's case has evidently received more attention, because of the effort which
was made on his behalf, but has also stopped without favorable action. For the

present, I think that the best that he can do is keep his record clear,

which he received from the Adjutant Oemeralts office, snd, depending on the nature
of other correspondence that has been involved in this case, I might want to make
an inquiry at the Adjutant General ts office in connection with our general problem
of securing discharges on the grounds of conscientious objection, For this purpose
it would help me very mmch to have a complete file of the correspondence in this
case to dates In what you have sent me there is mention of "a brief for the Chicage
district", a "routine form from his Reserve HQ in Chieago", and a letter, dated
5 October 1 Adjutant General. I am particularly interested in the letter

materials which may have accompanied that lstter.
twre of the reply which he received on Novenber 23,
deal with Arthurt's particular problem at all. Will you have
or as many of them as are now available,
sent to me? Of course, I shall also be much interested in any further correspondence

Our best wishes to you in this Christmas Season.
Sincerely yours,

J. Harold Sherk
Executive Secretary
JHS tnhy Feace Section
ce! Ho B. SCth.dt ~



January 3, 1955
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MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
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AKRON. PENNSYLVANIA

May 18, 1955

Arthur D. Goering
Peabody,

Kansas

Dear Arthur:

Re: Arthur D. Goering

This rerfers to my letter to you on January 12, 195, and earlier correspondence
with you and with Cornelius J. Dyck concerning your desire and effort to

obtain a discharge from the Reserves. I have had no word from you or Brother
Dyck since my letter on January 12, and would like to know whether you have

had any reply to your latest effort for discharge.

Several similar cases have come to my attention since I wrote to you last, and
all had received denials, as a result of which Edgar Metzler and I made
further inquiry at the Department of Defense, and have received revised in-
structions on the procedures to be followed in the case of Reservists (that is,
Army Reservists) who are seeking a discharge on tne basis of their religious
convictions. I am therefore enclosing a copy of revised instructions on
procedures, based on the specific advice received from the Pentagon.

You will note particularly the statement in paragraph 4 concerning the kind
of materials which should be prepared for submission with the request, and the
statement in paragraph 5 concerning the specific languace to be used when
making this request. The official who gave us tnis information advised the
importance of using this particular language, and stated catezorically that
the Secretary of the Army has authority to act under the quoted rezulation.

S0, if nothing further has happened in your case to date, I suggest that you
now resubmit your request, scrupulously observing the instructions given. T
think, too, that you should send us copies of the materials that you send in,
in case that we may have opvortunity to give an assist at the top level. From
the fact that Ccngress is moving to add compulsion to the Reserve program wnich
is now on the books, I think that the earlier such regquests now get into the
works and are passed the better.

Sincerely yours,

Gt

J. Darold Sherk
ep Executive Secretary
c: H. B. Schmidt Peace Section
Tornelius 7. Tyck
enclosure
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Zion Mennonite Church

Cornelius J. Dyck, Pastor
Elbing, Kansas

Telephone: Pastor Emerit
Whitewater 59-F-32 Rev. H. J. DY«

Nay 23, 1955

%o vhom It Kay Converss

I em writing to you on behalf of Arthup Spexing (horn 6 « 28 - 1927)
vho {g & mewder in good etanding at m&mnmunhm. Kensaa, !

Several years sgo Arthur folloved his dreft call and served in 8 leded
capacity in this country end oversems, Upon his release Arthur is.
medistely took steps to sever all relations with the Armed Forces, He
hes told we ia good faith that be hed e severe struggle eireedy during
kis tern of service with the faot that he eould not resoneile his
religious convictions with the requirements of army life, He apparently
found 1ittle sympsthy whonover he expressed his views while in service,

Arthur has now $014 me sgnin that his conviation of over a yesr ego otill
atande, He is unable to participate in the Nilitary Services in eny form
end seeks to be relessed from the Beserves. He has come to this position
vithout undue pressure froa myself or the chwroh, but I do rejoice in his
decision for the non.resistant position is en integral part of Mesnonite
doctrine snd conduct for over 425 years, and to the present day, 1t is
&leo the position of our church here st Xlbing, being based, ss we beliove,
upon the Yord of God as revesled in Jesus Christ,

1 can consocientiously say now that Arthur is leading & fims Christien
1ife, While purwuing his greduste studles he is anleo eative in Chureh
sotivities, in tesching & Bundsy School clese, and other services, He hag
demonstrated his sinverity of eouviction in comsfstent liviag, end I en
happy to give thie ocharecter refarente for him, I believe further that
Arthur will continue o e a good citizen of his commtry with the renowed
faith he hse found in his Lové end Master,

Sinserely yours,

e{ﬁ“// 3 '

State of Kansas, County of BHarvey: j
Subscribed and affimed to before me a Hotary Public, this 23rd
A/é'&’»f/’

Notary Public
Harvey County, Kansas

* tor

My Commission expires: 1,/2°/8%

«r Al r
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SUBJECT: Request for Discharge from the Use 8. Army Reserve

703 The Adjutant General

Department of the Army
Washington, D, C. .

THROUGH; Chief, Kansas Military District
723 Quiney Street
Topeka, Xangas
1. Under the authority of sr 140-177-1, paragraph 3E,

it is requested that I be discharged from the U, g,
Reserve. The following persennel data is submitted;

&, Name Arthur D, Goering

b. Grade Private First Clase

¢. Serviee number US 55 190 598

d. Present sesignment; 5105 USAR Control Group

(Reinforcement )
e, CGurrent term of servige;

o Ay
i

Active: Oct, 25,1951 to Zept, 24,19¢
Reserve: Sept, 25,1053 to Oet. 24,19¢

f. Date of expiration: October 24, i959

2, Request for discharge 1s based or predicated upen the

following conditions:
&, My request for discharge is based upon & deep

religious conviction that any participation in

warfare is in econflict with the 1ife snd teachings

of Chriet and what He expects of His followers,

of which T endeavor to be one.

b. I can no more, as a Tollower of Christ, maintain
ionco and continue to be a part of

a glear conse
the army,

¢. I believe Chriet demande the enme level of loyalty

from all of His followers, ministers and laymen,
alike. The tenor of the New Testament sacriptures

supports this faect.

d. Attached is & more detailed statement of my convictior

€. If needed, I am willing to serve my country in other

vays outeide of the military or war effort.
Inels,.
‘Names (/A J
l. A personal statement of my confictions  Grade: /-

2., A statement from ny pastor Service Number; ,
2. A statement of the officisl position of the Nennonite Chureh

« Statements from several other personsg



Wichita, Kansas
May 24, 1955

To whom it may coneerng
RE: Discharge of Arthur D. Goering

For the past nine months Arthur D, Goering has lived
in my home while doing graduate work at the University
of Wichita,

From time to time we have discussed his econviections
concerning his military status.. In my opinion he is
entirely sincere in his beliefs, and most loyal to the
best interests of the United States. He is an excellent
student, honest and hard werking..

I feel whatever he states as his position in this

matter, has been decided after due consideration and
heart searching,

itteq,

Respectfully gz
7/

Mrs,. Car S. Kea



Newton, Kansas
vay 26, 1955

To Whom it may concern:

This 1s to certify that to the best of my knowledge Mr. Arthur
D..Goering is sincere in making his request for a change in
classification from IAO to IO and 1s doing so as a result of
a conviction he arrived at by a personal study of the New
Testament Scriptures,

My acquaintance with him dates back to the year 1048, At that
time he served as teacher of a euntry school which three of our
children attended. We have continued contacte with him since
then and at the present he serves as a teacher of a Young
People's sunday-school clase at the church we both attend.

Respectfully

(signed) Louis A, Janzen
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KANSAS STATE
Counseling Committee
for
RELIGIOUE CONSCIENTINUE ORIECTORR
May 31, 1955

To ¥Yhom it may concern:
Re: Discharge of Arthur D, Goering

I know Arthur D, Goering and he hae come to my home a
number of timee stating that he wished that he might secure
a discharge froa the U, §. Army Reserve, I am convinged that
he cannot conseiettiously remain a member of the U, 8,
Reserve because of his religious convictions and therefore I
would wish that you might find it poseible to disoharge him,

¥r. Goering is & very fine christlian men, alwaye willing
to help in church and school work in which he is engeged at
the present time, Fe is consistent in his christilan living
and I am sure warrents your consideration for an immediate
diecharge,

Thanking you for what you ean and will do for him,

Respectfully yours
(eigned) Fe B, Schmidt



Peabody,. Kansas
June 6, 1955

J. Harold Sherk

Executive Secretary

Peace Section

Mennonite Central Committee
Akron, Pennsylvania

Dear Mr, Sherk:

Thank you for your interest and assistance in this case. I
received your letter recently and once again submitted a request
for dlscharge.

My request,as you undoubtedly have observed was addressed to
The Adjutant General, Department of the Army, washington, D, C,
through Chief, Kansas Military District, 723 Quincy Street,
Topeka, Kansas. It was expected that the request would through
army channels reach the Adjutant General's office.

It has, however, been returned from HQ8 KAN3AS MILITARY DISTRICT,
with the following statements, I quote:

1. Returned without action.

2. Your attention is invited to letters, this headquarters,
dated 8 September 1954, and 23 November 1954, advising you that
you were not eligible for discharge from the Army Reserve for
the reasons stated in your requests. No further action 1is
compemplated by this headquarters on your request for discharge.

3. Any request for change in draft classification should
be addressed to your local draft board.

BY ORDER OF COLONEL GRIFFITH::

(signed) carl E. Kittrell
1st Lt. QMC
Asst. Adjutant

After couneei and consideration, I have decided to submit &
request to The Ad jutant General with all of the é&nclosures

gsent with the orevimna varnaad nlsie Sha oo



June 6, 1955

SUBJECT; Request for Discharge from the U. S. Army Reserve

TOs The Adjutant General
Department of the Army
Washington, D. C.

1. Under the authority of &R 140-177-1, paragraph 3E,
it is requested that I be discharged from the U, S. Army
Reserve. The following personnel data is submitteds

a, Name Arthur D. Goering
b. Grade Private First Class
¢. Service number Us 5% 190 598

d. Present assignment: 5105 USAR Control Group
(Reinforcement)
e. Current term of servige;
Active; Oet, 25,1951 to Sept. 24,1953
Reserve:; Sept, 25,1953 to Oct., 24,1959
f. Date of expiratien; October 24, 1959

2. This request for discharge is sent to the Adjutant
General because it had been addressed to the Adjutant General,
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. Chief, Kansas
¥ilitary Distriet, 723 Quiney Street, Topeka, Kansas, on May
24, 1955 and had been returned without action, Enclosed is my
request for discharge submitted on that date and the reply.

5. Regquest for discharge 1e based or predicated upon the
f6llowing conditionss

a. My request for discharge is based upon a deep
religious conviction that any participation in
warfare is in conflict with the life and teachings
of Christ and what He expects of Fils fellowers,
of which I endeavor to be one.

b. I can no more, as a follower of Christ, maintain
a clear conscience and continus to be a part of

the army.

¢. I believe Christ demands théd same lével of loyslty
from all of Kis followers, ministers and laymen,
alike, The tenor of the New Testament ecriptures
supporte this faot,

d, Attasched is a more detalled statement of my con-
_Vvietlons.,

e, If needed, I sm willing to serve my oountnjmih
other ways outside of the military or war efforg.

Name s

Grade:

Service Number:
Inecls.,



"MENNONITE CENTRAL COMMITTEE
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June 7, 1955

Arthur D. Goering
Peabody,
Kansas

Dear Arthur:
Ret Arthur D. Goering

I have now received two copies of your new request for discharge from the

U. S. Army Reserve, apparently submitted under date of May 24, 19%55. With
the two signed copiles of your request for discharge there were covies of

a personal statement of your convictions under date of July 17, 195k4;

copies of a notarized statement from Cornelius J. Dyck under date of lay

23, 1955; copies of a letter from Mrs. Carolyn S. Keagy under date of MNay
2, 1955; copies of a letter from Louis A. Janzen under date of May 264, 1955;
and copies of a letter from William J. Regier under date of May 27, 1955.

A note at the bottom of your request letter also stoted that you were
enclosing "a statement of the official position of the Mennonite Caurch" but
this did not come with the enclosures to me. Could you let me know what
statement you used? Was it the "Christian Declaration on Peace, War, and
Military Service" adopted at the General Conference at Portland, Orecon, on
Avgust 22, 19532 I should have this also in case of opvortunity to make
personal representations on your behalf at the Pentazon.

I would like to add that I think that you have made a very good statement,
both in the request letter itself and in the supporting documents. I shall
do my best to see that this gets a proper hearing. We pray for a favorable
outcomes

Sincerely yours,

I Yl K

7 J. Harold Sherk
Executive Secretary

JHS tep Peace Section
cc: GCornelius Dyck
He Be Schmidt



